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Introduction

This material is available free through SOON Ministries on
satisfactorily completion of the SOON Leaders Bible Courses.

Epistle of Jude
WRITER. Jude was the brother of James, which makes him a half
brother of Jesus, same mother. Mark 6:3
The half flesh brothers and sisters of Jesus did not believe who He was
during ministry years. John 7:5. Following His death on the cross and
His resurrection we are told that James was converted, 1 Cor 15:7. In
Acts 1:14 we are told that the brethren of Jesus were part of the prayer
group awaiting the Holy Spirit.
Date: Probably about A.D. 66.
This was a general letter written to the early Church, warning about and
against the now appearing false doctrine of Gnosticism.
Gnosticism, a Greek word meaning "knowledge," was teaching that
there was a sharp separation of material, which was evil, and spirit, be-
ing good. This possession of knowledge which would eventually serve
to unite the soul to God. Out of this had developed the idea that the
body of Christ was only apparent, not real, because if He had a real
body it would have been evil.
Those who followed this teaching would often ignore any teaching from
the Old Testament and denial of the suffering of Jesus, His birth and
incarnation. The follower considered themselves special, who had se-
crets hidden from the world. They lived a life which they considered a
special purity, which may have included certain food ban, worship of
angelic beings and effect of powers of the stars on a person. The Corin-
thian Church has been affected by this teaching 1 Cor 8:1ff.
The letter is approximately broken up as follows:
Identification and Greetings. verses 1-4.
Warnings against false teaching. verses 5-16.
Encouragement to Christians. verses 17-23.
Final benediction. verses 24,25.



Jude (Judas) was the half brother of Jesus, Mark 6:3. In Acts 1:14 we are told that the
brethren of Jesus were part of the prayer group awaiting the Holy Spirit.
Jude wrote the letter to warn of the apostates, (people who have left the teaching) 2
Peter 2:1-3.
v1 Jude refers to the Christian as sanctified (set apart) by God. These are guarded and
secure in Jesus Christ.
v2 This sanctification means that a Believer has special blessings of mercy, peace and
love, Jude wants these to be multiplied in the Believing readers. See Peace - Rom 5:1.
Love - Rom 5:5-8.
v3-4 The problem enemy.
v3 Jude starts out by telling the believer to make sure you know what is happening, do
not fall asleep. He wastes no time in identifying the enemy.
v4 Full of deceit, "crept in unawares," steal in without being seen. Some came in with
help by the false Christians in the church, Gal 2:4 but Jude was referring to those com-
ing into the fellowship on their own. The true assemblies were falling asleep and not
examining, checking the hearts of these people.
These people were out to "turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness," lascivi-
ousness has the meaning of indecency, offensive sexual desires. These people wanted to
satisfy their desires and lusts, Gal 5:19, ; Mark 7:21-22.
Peter’s letters had already warned of the coming false teachers and the teaching which
would only lead to loss of spiritual freedom, their teaching was that they had been
saved by grace, so could live as they liked, 2 Peter 2:13-19 These people were using
the Word of God but twisting (changing) the meaning to confirm their teaching.
Today’s groups and cultists do the same, make sure you know God’s Word so you can
see the errors.
v4 They were "ungodly," claiming that they had God’s message and belonged to Him,
yet denied Jesus His Son and what He had done for them. We must be prepared to
stand for our faith, these are not personal enemies but enemies of the Lord, it is the
honour and glory of Jesus that is being denied.
v5-7 Jude looks back into the Old Testament for three examples of victory of God over
His enemies.
v5 Israel:- How the entire nation was delivered from Egypt by the power of God yet
were scared to enter into the promised land, they did not have faith in their God and
accept His promise by obeying Him. God cannot accept disobedience and so for forty
years the tribe wandered until all those who rejected God had died.
Jude was warning that any who turned away from the grace of God will be open to His
punishment.
v6 Fallen Angels:- Jude seems to have associated the fall of Sodom and Gomorrah
with the fallen angels and unfortunately some people have used this to develop some
strange doctrines about angels, linking them to the title of "Sons of God" in the Old
Testament. However it is doubtful that the Holy Spirit would use the name "sons of
God" for creations who had turned against God. Also, the use of "even as" in verse 7
does not mean the angels were behaving as those of Sodom and Gomorrah but Jude is
giving two events as an example.
Jude tells us that these angels were already "in everlasting darkness until Judgement



day," God will punish.
v7 Sodom and Gomorrah are set up as examples and as a warning of what will happen
to ungodly people. These two cities were guilty of unnatural sex, with each other and
with animals, both condemned by God, Leviticus 18:22-25.
Israel failed due to rebellious unbelief. The angels rebelled against God. Sodom and
Gomorrah had unnatural lusts. The result is obvious, all who reject God will be
judged.
The fellowship of true believers must watch and pray, be ready to watch all activities
in a local church, able to fight off any who are not of God.
v8-16 Characteristics of the Apostates.
The description given by Jude adds to those given by Peter in 2 Peter 2:1ff, the Holy
Spirit has led both men to warn us of the danger.
v8-11 Authority of God rejected.
God is always in control of everything which happens, He may chose to let sources of
evil to carryout events and action, but ultimately He is in control.
Each of us are subject to the authority of God but the false teachers reject this divine
authority.
v8 These people live in a dream world, they believe the lies of Satan, then once they
turn to any teaching which increases their position and pride, defile the flesh, living to
animal desires, even though it means their rejection of God.
v8,10 "speak evil" has the meaning of blaspheme, though this basically means using
the Name of God in a wrong way it also means the person has no respect for God or
His Word.
v10 Because of their actions and attitude they corrupt or destroy themselves.
v9 Jude is quoting from a book of the Apocryphal, a book which has not been accepted
due to content problems. The point that Jude is making is that the angel Michael
showed restraint, respecting the authority given to Satan by God, leaving any authority
over Satan to God. An interesting warning to Believers to be careful in how they treat
Satan.
However, false teachers have no reverence for any authority.
v11 Gives three examples from the Old Testament of people who have rebelled against
the authority of God.
Cain wanted to worship his way and his offering was rejected by God.
Balaam, a true prophet of God, misused his gifts for financial gain, false teachers
would do anything for financial gain.
Korah, his followers rejected the leadership of Moses, In rejecting Moses they rejected
God, who soon showed who was in control.
v12-16 Hypocrisy.
v12 Jude turns up his condemnation of the false prophets. He turns first to the love-
feasts meals eaten as part of the worship services. They were meant to bring a closer
fellowship with God. The Gnostics false teachers had corrupted such feasts and turned
them into food and drink centered orgies, wild parties, so forgetting worship and fel-
lowship.
"Clouds without water," these false teachers have no care for spiritual things, just



blown along without any resistance, carrying nothing of use. They produce no fruit
because they are ‘dead trees,’ awaiting the fire of destruction.
v13 These ungodly people are like waves which are blown by the wind, throwing
without shame any rubbish they carry onto the beach.
Finally Jude calls them "wandering stars," a pointless and useless existence, just wait-
ing for final and eternal destruction.
v14,15 All we know about Enoch is found in Genesis 5:18-24 and Heb 11:5. Jude
identifies him as the "seventh from Adam" showing that Jude is referring to the godly
Enoch, who lived a clean life and walked with God.
The quotation Jude gives appears to come from an apocryphal book called The Book of
Enoch. It is possible that the initial text by Enoch was warning of the coming flood
punishment by God to the evil world as it was at the time. The prophecy could also
apply to the final judgement by God. The false teachers were saying that Jesus would
never return and therefore God will never judge man. It was this attitude to which Pe-
ter was referring in 2 Peter 3:1ff.
v15,16 What does this Enoch prophecy say? Judgement would be on the whole world,
and would apply to all who rejected God by their action and word. This punishment
will be by the direct hand of God, "the Lord cometh." This judgement will be by God
and will be perfect, He has a record of all their deeds, He knows all about a persons
actions, heart, words and attitudes. v16 These false teachers are ‘grumblers,’ com-
plainers who make their complaint in a deceitful, secret way. They are out to satisfy
their own desires in all they do, and are full of boasting about their actions, hoping to
gain power and position by this action.
v17-19 Jude turns back to the readers, to remind them of the words of Jesus through
the few chosen apostles, remember what was said by God through Him. They must be
prepared and guard against these false teachers and false apostles who will appear and
laugh at the teaching of Jesus, Acts 20:30; 2 Peter 3:3; 1 Tim 4:1ff; 2 Tim 3:1ff;
1 John 2:18ff;  1 John 4:1-6. These people think they are special but do not have the
Holy Spirit.
v20,21 A pure life starts with sound teaching. Pray to the Holy Spirit for help and
guidance, this is opposite to the false teachers in v19. Jude tells us to allow the love of
God to control us, looking for that love to take you into eternal life through the Lord
Jesus.
v22,23 It appears that Jude is now considering those who have been affected by the
teaching of the false teachers, they were probably converted, but were poor in their
faith due to lack of teaching, the main targets for these false teachers. Jude wants the
fellowship and church leaders to show special love and concern for these people so
that they will be worthy followers of the Lord.
v24,35 A well-known benediction is full of spiritual truth for the believer. God is able
to protect the believer and does it with joy. He will take us one day to that eternal, per-
fect life with Him, to see and share His glory. Jesus will have the joy to present His
bride before the throne of God.
We have a wise Saviour, full of glory, majesty, authority, power and rule over every-
thing, today and for ever.


