
Apostasy.
What does Apostasy Mean?
True apostasy is more serious and dangerous than many people consider. It is not the same as not believing
in God, or Atheism. Nor is it referring to those who in general have rejected Christianity. or rejected the
truth of salvation through the death of Jesus Christ. Neither does it refer to anyone who has rejected
Christianity for another religion.

Apostasy applies to a specific group of apparent Christians, who have claimed that they are believers and
followers of Jesus and the Christian faith, but then have turned away from the faith and Jesus.

The English word "apostasy" does not appear in the AV. In the Greek the word "Apostasia" normally refers
to the rebellion against God. is only found twice in the New Testament scriptures.

In Acts 21:21 Paul is accused of teaching the Jews to abandon the teaching and instructions of Moses.

    " 21 And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to
forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customs."

While in 2 Thessalonians 2:3. describes prophecies of the falling away prior to the appearance of the Anti
Christ.

    "3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;"

There are many people who do not hear the Gospel, they are unbelievers because they have not heard. But
an Apostate who has heard the Gospel may have even claimed that they believed and followed Jesus, then
they turned their backs on the Lord Jesus, they never were really Believers or had any commitment to the
faith, in fact they are total fakes.

Paul gave a prophecy which we must be approaching or actually going through at this time, 2
Thessalonians 2:1-13.

    "1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together
unto him,

    2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from
us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.

    3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

    4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

    5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?

    6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.

    7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of
the way.

    8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:

    9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,



    10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love
of the truth, that they might be saved.

    11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

    12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

    13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:"

Paul calls this "the Falling Away, a recognizable departure from the faith, look round the world today "the
love of many is growing cold" and there are definite signs of this falling away already happening. 1 John
2:18,19.

    "18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there
many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.

    19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have
continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us."

Apostasy is a continual danger to the Christian Church and the scripture contains numerous warnings:-

Denial of God: 2 Timothy 3:1-5. 1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy,

3 Without natural affection, truce breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good,

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

Denial of Christ: 1 John 4:3. 1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of
God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.

2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of
God:

3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that
spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.

Denial of Christs return: 2 Peter 3:3,4, 17. 3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days
scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as
they were from the beginning of the creation.

17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the
error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.

Denial of faith:  Jude 3,4. 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation,
ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our
Lord Jesus Christ.



Denial of sound doctrine: 2 Timothy 4:2-4. 2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap
to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

Denial of separated life:  2 Timothy 3:1-7. 1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall
come.

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy,

3 Without natural affection, truce breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good,

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away
with divers lusts,

7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Denial of Christian liberty: 1 Timothy 4:1-5. 1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with
thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.

4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving:

5 For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.

Denial of Morals: Jude 17-19. 17 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;

18 How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own
ungodly lusts.

19 These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.

According to the scriptures the tribulation period will start after the Rapture of the Believers, the world will
be taken over by the Antichrist. The Rapture will happen with no warning, there is no prophecy which needs
to happen before the event of the Rapture. It is therefore obvious that the "Falling Away" will probably start
before that event. We can see now that there is an acceleration of people turning away from the Christian
Faith, that is a prediction of the next event.

Why will they turn away?
There will be many teachers and preachers who will deceive the truth, 1 Timothy 4:1,2.

    "1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

    2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;"



Sadly some of the teachers are more interested in personal or financial gain from their position, they are
twisting the Word of God to suit their desires, miracles for money is often the result.

Another reason for turning away is that they are disillusioned, they hear the Good news and initially take on
the truth and the teaching with joy. Then they find the world seems to have better offers, temptations and
personal cost comes and they turn away, disillusioned or distracted, the world appears to make better offers
and attractions.

2 Corinthians 13:5.

    "5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves,
how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?"

The Impossible Restoration.
In Matthew 7:21-23. we find a very sad message from Jesus.

    " 21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

    22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?

    23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity."

The writer of Hebrews has added a very serious warning for those who fall away.

Hebrews 6:4-6.

    "4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and
were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,

    5 And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,

    6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son
of God afresh, and put him to an open shame."

Hebrews 10:26,27.

    "26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sins,

    27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries."

Other Warnings of the Future.
Evil will come: Matthew 24:4-13. 4  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man
deceive you.

5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.

6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumour’s of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come
to pass, but the end is not yet.

7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.



9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my
name’s sake.

10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.

11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.

12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.

13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

Depart from Faith: 1 Timothy 4:1,2. 1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

Spies: Galatians 2:4. 4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy
out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:

False teaching: Galatians 1:6-8. 6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into
the grace of Christ unto another gospel:

7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.

8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed.

Hardened Heart: Hebrews 3:12,13. 12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief, in departing from the living God.

13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin.

No roots: Luke 8:13. 13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy;
and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.


